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Why should | search a county
history?
= They provide clues about your ancestor.
= They are readily available.
= Information may not be found elsewhere.

= Find out about your ancestor’s
environment and neighborhood.

= Find a biographical sketch of your family!

Biographical Sketches

= Many times unindexed.

= Family history back to the original settler
in the county.

= You may find out about siblings and where
they settled.

= You may find out about the children and
what happened to them.

= Political, social, and religious affiliation
may be given.




From Portrait and Biographical Record of Waukesha
County, Wisconsin [1894]

H Brdaca,

Full name:
Winchel D. Bacon
Came to jm—r k 'u - Born 21 Aug 1816
Waukesha in . 3
1641 s Children:
Mrs. Cyrus
_ Boothe,
Native of 3 m=n.L Louisa Bacon
Stillwater, e i ot U [
Saratoga 3 gt st - . Siblings:
County, NY ; s Owen R,
Horace A.,
Juliza,
Frances A.,
His grandfather, i it Julie E.
Samuel Bacon,
was a native of ¥ a .
England Married to Delia

Blackwell,
4 July 1838

Migration:

Utica to Buffalo by

canal,

Steamer to

Milwaukee,

By team and wagon

to Prairieville, now s Political affiliation:
Waukesha — Whig

Occupation:
Wagonmaker
and
blacksmith,
later operated
a sawmill

Civil War Service:
Paymaster

Post Civil War
occupation:
Organized the
Farmer’s
National Bank




Died 20 March

He was a Mason 1894

First wife died
12 February 1880.
Married Mrs. Clara
M. Campbell,

15 September 1883

REII
Affiliation:
Baptist
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Organization of the County

From:

Biographical & Historical
Memoirs of Northeast
Arkansas (1889)

WRAFTER XVIL

Fulton County, ¥ First log courthouse
Arkansas was was in Salem. A fire
organized in 1843 - during the Civil War
consumed it and
County formerly s records were
belonged to 1zard destroyed.
County
The next log
First town was Salem = courthouse was built
3 in 1870.

Historical information on local cemeteries

Wilson Cemetery
Gage Cemetery
Wayne Chapel Cemetery
Philo B. White Cemetery

Early Settlements

JEFFERSOM TOWHNSHIP

Rl eaimglgaubeesl  From: History of Fayette
County [Ohio] (1881)

McArthur, Washington, Kearns,
Duff, Dunn, Mosely, Pendleton,
Spottswood, and others




Historical information on churches and when they

were established

Who were the first settlers and what land did
they own?

From:

History of Okmulgee
County, Oklahoma
[1985]

Lioness Club -
Certified in 1977

Mrs. David Milroy
was the first
president

Some of the early settlers:
Felix Driskel, 1833

John Baum, 1833

John Draper, 1836
Stephen Dodson, 1836
Edwin Ferris, 1836

Lions Club —
Organized in 1919 and
chartered in 1929

Claude W. Cain was
the first president




From:

History of
Cass County, Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Michigan

Ladi

ies’ Library Association

Meeting held April 9, 1872

Board of Directors:

G.C. Jones
Samuel Johnson
FJ. Atwell

W.K. Palmer

S. Tryon

Dr. Mulvane
E.C. Chapell
P.D. Beck

Miss Florence Cushman

Military service

History of Fayette County [Ohiof (1881)
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Typhoid Fever

Two large fires

Names of Newspapers

New Era and
Washington
Register

Fayette
County
Herald
Ohio State - |
Register - : The News

Hotels
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Fire Department

Fire Department formed in
1854

Procured ladders, buckets,
and built and repaired
cisterns

A fire engine was purchased
in 1860 at the cost of
almost $1,200

Gold Fever

i,

Men who left for the
gold fields in 1850
from Boone County,
Missouri
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Drawings of farms and homes

nEsiDNeE or agaRes wh

History of Cass County, Michigan [1882]




Miscellaneous

From: History of Fayette County [Ohio]
(1881)

First marriage: William Aurley and Lucy
Kendall

First Blacksmith: Patrick Kerran
First Physician: Thomas McGarraugh

Pioneer Brickmakers: James F. Boyer and
George Sharrette

First Merchant: D. McCi

Counterfeiters infested the county!

Missouri Legislature passed an act
providing for the location of an asylum
for the insane in February, 1847

Several counties were prospective
locations. Fulton County subsidized
the largest sum in money and land
and was selected as the location.

“This was a sore defeat to the people
of Boone County . . "

Man in a well
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Indexes

m Check available indexes. They may be
separately published. Those in the county
history are rarely every-name indexes.

= A reprint of the county history will usually
have a newly-added, every-name index.

= Check the USGenweb county page. The
index may be online.

Tips

= Read the township portion of the history
where your ancestor resided, even and
especially if there is no biographical
sketch.

= Read the general county history section

= Check the portrait listings. The portrait of
an individual may not be near the
biographical sketch.

m Search the surnames of the spouses.

Online Sources for County
Histories
= Most, if not all, county histories published
before 1923 are online.
= Google Book
= Heritage Quest
= Family History Archive
= US Gen Web
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Gool_gﬁllg_ Books
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From the History of Cass County, Michigan [1882]

Samuel Colyar was raised in North
mll Carolina
=4 He removed to Logan County, Ohio,
and from their to Penn, Cass County,
in 1831

In the fall he went after his family,
which consisted of his wife and
fourteen children, ten of whom came

3} Assisted in establishing and
maintaining the Baptist Church, of
which he was a member

Family History Archives

http://www.lib.byu.edu/fhc/index.php

RANSAS CITY AXD JACKSON COUXTY, Mo,
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